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leader of the Aetherius
Society, strangest of all “reli
gons” based on UFOlogy. He
has even been in a spaceship
piloted by - would you
believe? - Jesus. And that was
on the moon only about 40
years ago, when George
helped godlike Venusians 1o
fight off an artack by evil out
law aliens from a dark and dis
tant galaxy.

€ found all sorts of

strange buildings on the

moon, with UFO's buzzing
over them. So either the
intruders on our moon are
masters of camouflage or
Armstrong was telling porkies
when he said he found noth
ng

Man has been fascinated by
the moon's serene beauty ever
since he first crept out of a
Cave to gaze up in wonder at
the heavens. He revered it as
a god
In True History, Lucian of

Samosata wrote of a Greek
ship carried up to the moon
where the King of the Moon
and the King of the Sun were
at war over who would
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Greeceto Vemeand HG
Wells

colonise Jupiter. They set
ded, amicably, for Venus
between them. In 1638
Bishop Francis Godwin
sent his hero Domingo
Gonsales up in a vessel
towed by 25 swans

He found giants
among the moon
dwellers, who lived
in peace because
slnners were
shipped to earth
and deposited in
North America

Jules Verne and
HG Wells used
rocket propulsion
1o take their heroes
up, and Wells gave
us the Selenites, with
homes below the sur
face. Edgar Rice
Burroughs, perhaps
tired of Tarzan, discov
ered a moon complete
with beauteous maidens
and fierce warriors. And
Arthur C Clarke and Stanley
Kubrick, of course, planted
that colossal alien monolith on
the moon in their classic, 2001
AD

Less than 60 years ago
Orson Welles caused massive
panic in the United States
with his broadcast of The War
of the Worlds. People actually
believed America was being
invaded by Martans

No doubt cultists like George
King and readers of Ray
Bradbury will persist in hop
ing that there really are cines
with soaring crystal towers,
and magical beings able to
baffle us by offering the illu-
sion of life on Mars - unal the
next Neil Armswrong hops
down va 1o the surface of
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